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24™ July 2018

Ref: Stapehill Road — Speed Reduction Petition

Dear Mr Gallagher

The enclosed petition contains 1130 signatures of residents, individuals and interast groups
who have their safety put at risk and are adversely effected by the current speed limit of 40
mph on Stapehill Road. This is compounded by the lack of room required to safely
accommodate non-motoerised road users concurrently with two-way motorised traffic.

The petitioners request that the County Coundl take immediate action to remady this issue
hefore a serious fatality ocours by reducing and enforcing a 30 mph speed limit and
praviding better fadilities to aid the safe transit of all non-motorised users; and for the
henefit of the residents of Stapehill Road who need to exit their driveways safely,

In an attempt to redress this ssue, we have been in dialogue and met with various members
of the Police, the Highways Department and our Local County Councillor. At the same time,
we have set up an official Community Speed Watch group who regularly monitar and report
on drivers who exceed the stated speed limit, the number of which only reinforces the need
fior better control but it does not address the issue that the actual permissible speed limit is
too high. This petition was felt necessary to show the extent and strength of opinion and
support of the local road users and residents for a reduction in speed limit and improved

safety.

We are now appealing to the County Council whao have a ‘duty of care’ to hear and seriously
consider the importance and merits of our case and to support this reduction in speed limit

with the accompanying enforcement and complementary safety facilities for non-motorised
road users.



We are available to provide further details and evidence supporting our case and would
welcome the opportunity to discuss this further. We understand that we will be able to
present this our case to the Petitions Committee and request that we are allowed 20
minutes to present our case due to its complexity and the supporting data we have
gathered and need to explain. | feel assured once you have seen the contents of the petition
wou will understand why and grant us this additional time.

We look forward to your response.,

R

Diavid Frankl lan Baxter



Stapehill Road is a narrow lane with no pavements. The lane is a major traffic
route between Ham Lane and Wimborne Road West used by an average of 5799
vehicles a day and as a direct result, is dangerously unsafe for pedestrians,
cyclists, horse riders, mobility scooters and residents and their visitors entering
and leaving their drives.

We the undersigned request that Dorset County Council take immediate
action to exercise a duty of care and safety for all users of Stapehill Road by
reducing the current speed limit along its whole length from 40 mph to 30
mph or less and to provide the necessary means to enforce the new speed
limit.

Justification

1) Stapehill Road is narrow, averaging between 4.8 — 5.3 metres wide and has no
pavement facility and a number of bends. Non-motorised users ie pedestrians, dog
walkers, cyclists, horse riders, mobility scooters, etc are in great danger because there
is little or no room to accommodate them when there are two opposing oncoming
vehicles or when they are near a bend where the visibility is limited. This deters these
groups of people from using the road to access and use local facilities such as the local
Old Thatch pub, the bus stop, the church, Knoll Gardens and inhibits the development
of a village ‘community”.

2} Stapehill Road residents and their visitors face considerable danger and risk leaving
and entering their driveways due to visibility constraints and the speed of oncoming
vehicles which does not leave enough time to complete the manoeuvre safely. This
danger is not limited to Stapehill Road residents and businesses, but also those who
join Stapehill Road from Award Road, Keepers lane and Pompeys Lane.

3) Stapehill Road is crossed by footpaths and bridleways, but the speed of the traffic
discourages and inhibits people from continuing to use these facilities to enjoy the
local countryside.

4) Stapehill Road falls into the Department for Transport classification of a "village’
where there are more than 20 residences within a 600 metre length of road and
where the speed limit is recommended to be 30 mph. Stapehill Road is 1709 metres in
length with a total of 33 properties distributed over both sides of the road. There are
over 20 residential dwellings, as well as additional businesses and a care home within
600 metres of its length thereby classifying it as a “village®.



s

5) Stapehill Road is similar in character, compesition and structure to other roads/lanes
in the district ie Grange, Harts Lane, Lodge Road all of which have a 30 mph speed
limit. 30 mph is the speed limit drivers expect on such a road and this is reinforced
during Community Speed Watch sessions on Stapehill Road, where on seeing the CSW
team, the majority of the drivers slow to 30 mph believing this to be the speed limit.

6) Stapehill Road is increasingly used as a cut through by drivers looking to bypass the
terrible congestion which cccurs during rush hour and at other times at the Canford
Bottom roundabout. The volume of traffic will only increase with the planned and
scheduled development of the Uddens Industrial Estate and Stapehill Abbey, where
there are 40 plus additional residences planned that will exit onto Stapehill Road.
Congestion also occurs at junctions at either end of Stapehill Road with Wimborne
Road West and Ham Lane.

7) Stapehill Road’s width and its limited visibility, prevents and discourages drivers from
overtaking one another. If Stapehill Road were to be designed using today’s Highways
Design criteria it would need to be at least 7.3 metres wide to support a2 40 mph
speed limit.

8) Analysis completed by the DCC Highways Department in September 2017 show that
the daily average two-way motorised vehicle traffic volume of Stapehill Road is 5799
units during the weekday and 2018 units at the weekend. Of these users, 85% of the
vehicles are travelling within the 40 mph speed limit which proves the majority of
vehicles will travel at the stated speed limit when unenforced.

9) Community Speed Watch sessions on Stapehill Road has shown that aover the 32
sessions completed in 5 months from February to June 2018 where 10,186 vehicles
were measured, 211 vehicles were travelling in excess of 47 mph ie exceeding the
permissible speed limit of 40 mph plus 10% plus 2 mph.

10} Stapehill Road’s edges are deteriorating badly creating cracks and further reduction
in the road’s usable width. This damage is a direct consequence of the high volume of
traffic using the road, the speed at which they travel and that they have to drive close
to the verges to avoid hitting one another (which leaves no room for other non-
motorised road users). This damage introduces further risk for non-motorised users of
the road ie if as a direct consequence of the road’s condition they stumble or fall over
in the road or as a cyclist may need to suddenly swerve into the path of a car to avoid
a pothole.

11) Over the last 5 years there have been 7 recorded incidents on Stapehill Road of which
three were serious, including one on 30th June 2018. It is the unanimous opinion of all
the residents that it is only a matter of time before a serious accident or fatality
occurs. This could be avoided or indeed greatly minimised by a reduction in speed
limit to 30 mph.
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We the undersigned request that Dorset County Council take immediate action to
exercise a duty of care and safety for all users of Stapehill Road by reducing the current
speed limit along its whole length from 40 mph to 30 mph or less supported by the

necessary means to enforce the new speed limit and to provide safe passage for
pedestrians.



Comments

Name

Location

Bourmemoutn,
Enigland, LK

Wirnbome,
England, LK

Ferndown,
England, UK

Wirnbome,
England, LK

biarnamouth,
Englanid, LUK

Broadstane,
Pabe. England,
LK

Wirnbeng,

England, L

Wirrnorne,
England, UK

e,
Erglant, LK

Werwond,
England, U

Lyminghan,
Ereglani, LIE

Poole, England,
LIE

Date

20N E-06-0f

2018-06-09

HE06-10

2018-05-10

25610

2050611

2018-05-11

ZMEDE12

2ME-06-13

H)18-06-13

2150619

20180820

Comment

[ belieye the safoby of 2l is esserial |

The speed on this busy stretch of narrow lane needs to be
reduced far (he safety of the residents and all ather users

Speed kills, Ferndown i treated like a racstrack. Pecple
come off the busy dual carriagewry and forgel they are
nim e tos due bo e open feel of the tree lined raads, It
pecals won't act responsdly their speed has to be reduced
by ather methods.

Dirtwers reed 1o 5iow down &3 50 dangersus

Tix save Ies

This is & dangarpus section of roed, phease help e make it
safer,

This ks critical for the safety and well being of all read
users, I just makes sense, o surely the District Councl will
aporoe and implement straight away, Suredy,

Harritse road, Have nearhy had iy diog T wien walking
diwn Ehat way marry times, having to literally jump in the
busives In oroar to ausid the passng cars. many of which
don't ewen slow down while atternpting (o squeees y! Mr.
Beans” Roundatiout has anky made the velurs of raffic
rraach, much warsa, IF menely reducing the speed limit to
30 g ZOmph is the minimum request fere sen surely that
takoess al st na time or maney for the ceuncil 1oy
put?l... 50 opuncil - get It done

Bad bad drivers race this roed. Sightines very pocr at the
spead Chesy go. Mot oty white van man bl a5 mich private
cars. Have had vary tose miss myssif, There's noahiere to
ki when youw hear & car speeding. Am sure 05 used as a
rat run. | dan't want to he a fatality but one day someane
will be.

1t's b Tast for this area

Sl chows traffic an this road !

Wie care about safety



MName

Location

sty
Harkbiir,
Hartharm
Ireflanid, UK

Exchard, England,
LK

Wimbsarme,
Enmgland, UK

Bomnemouth,

England, LK

Baarnemoish,
Ersgland, UK

ehristeharch,
Enghand, UK

Lenden,
England, UK

Stanmone,
Australia

Farmd oy,
Ergland, LK

Sydney,
Australia

Brourmemauth,
UK

Fer mlwm,
England, LK

Anmestard,
Ersgland, LK

wimbarna,
England, UK

wimborne,
England, Lk

Date

20180620

20120620

2013-06-20

201 8-06-21

201 8-07-00

20E07-M

20080702

20 B-07-0F

01 B-O7-0F

201 B0

2E07-03

20180716

A 0746

20ME0F-16

2018-07-16

Comment

Bacaise 1 ride & kat an this road and nearly eseng Dime we:
encounier dangerows drivers showing rg consideration 1o
hiprses and riders

v seen cars go toa fast and hate that as a opdist and
agueshrian

o

[t his is & dangerous stretch of road and Dorset higheeys
showld assess the speed Brdt far the protection of i v
LIS It

mph daes less damage in an acddent ., and i so many
accidents are happening then samething needs o b
chareged

This road |5 oo fast ard too dangenaus, We mist reduce the
spaed limit

This can anly do good, if it happens

10mikes per haur will make all the difference,

1 am a hakth walk leader & wee sometimes walk g shart way
aborg this road,

peaphs matter more than spesed.

Ansolutely agree!lt is ridiculous and dangercas fo drive at
Armph down Stapehill Boad. Thene s ne pawment & very
sharp hends and ive never felt safe wo deive at 20, For the
sainog of walloers, drivers & residents salety i chould be a
30mph road maximum

Dridng an stapehill at night, dark narmow road

Peoale drive too fast down this rad and a5 thera ane no
pavements it is extremely dangerous for opclists, horse
riders and pedestrians. Peaple using mobility sceoters are
also wery vuineraile, The spesd limin should be cut to 30mph
qiving all road users a betber chance of aveiding vehldes on
the marrow road.

Bpoed idea to saee lives befare Che Count goes up. Dangerous
road ourrenthy. Does nil ke 1o De

[t neads bo be cafer!



MName

Location

Clough, Erelard
Halt, England,
L

Wimbsarne,

England, UK

Baunamouth,
Eneland, LIK

Date

20180716

F018-07-16

2 E0T-16

208-07-A7

Comment

it Is crazy to have 8 road wiith traffic such as this wilh speeds
graater than A0mghiE

1 think that it is Fely that an agckient will happen unless the
spead limit is reduced,

&5 a cyclist fand matarist 1 ully sppredate the dangers of
speeding wehicles alonyg this stretch of road, made busier by
ralorists auniding the Canford Botiom roundabout.

Padestrians reaed to be comidered B iMpEOrTant as cans,
especially in this area where thers & a high pepufatian af
elderly people wha may ne longer drive and rely on safe
pavernent steess as their pnly means of stces



